a certain inevitability. For example, in concluding a section on the 1825 treaty of Prairie du Chien, Saler writes that "the conclusion of this treaty in mid-August 1825 suggested the degree to which Wisconsin Indian bands met federal authorities on unequal ground, conforming to EuroAmerican notions of territoriality and of their (Indian) subject nationhood" (107). Indian nations are, in this interpretation, already on a losing footing. This sits oddly with the fact that a large number of Native nations completely ignored the boundaries set by the treaty after it was signed. Happily, much greater Native agency can be found in Saler's chapter on mission work in the region, where the author details the missionaries' generally losing efforts to convert Native people to the Christian faith.
The Settlers' Empire is an engaging text that paints a vibrant picture of the Midwest's past as many settler-colonist Americans understood it. I recommend it for enthusiasts of federal policy and those with an interest in midwestern history and for purchase by university libraries. Returning to New Orleans, Clark turned for home by sea, taking passage on the schooner Star, arriving in New Castle, Delaware, after sailing around Florida and up the East Coast, suffering from malaria en route. He continued on by land to Virginia and then returned to Louisville by way of the Ohio River, reaching home on Christmas Eve.
The Unknown Travels and Dubious Pursuits of William
Trogdon continues her narrative of Clark's life, including the trip he made to Washington in 1801, recorded in later entries in his Mississippi journal. There he met President Jefferson's secretary, Meriwether Lewis (his old subordinate in the army), and likely told him of his Mississippi River experiences, perhaps thereby paving the way for Lewis to choose him as his second-in-command on the Corps of Discovery.
Trogdon's narrative of William Clark's travels demonstrates how important it is to consult alternate sources in presenting a story. Her account is enriched by her careful and cautious analysis and interpretation of those primary documents. She has successfully woven diverse sources into a comprehensive account of some of the dangers that faced the newly formed United States at that time, an account that casts new light on the life of one of America's most famous figures between late 1797 and 1803. The voyage down the Mississippi helped shape the river experiences and skills that Clark put to such good use on what he would call his "western travels"-the Lewis and Clark Expedition. Brown Water is Butch Bouvier's personal narrative of his boat journey along the route taken by Lewis and Clark on the Missouri River. Bouvier describes himself as a "hands on" historian with a passion for living history, and his goal is not only to take the journey but to recreate the boats used by early river explorers. The narrative of Brown Water is composed of three parts. The first is Bouvier's own narrative describing the boat building and the journey. The second narrative, written in journals given to the crew by the author, offers the volunteer crew's perspective on the river journey. The third narrative includes "Knowledge Nooks," short explanatory inserts that illustrate the history and techniques of boat building.
Rather than a standard history, Brown Water is a modern boatwright's account of the building of traditional riverboats. Bouvier gives abundant details on the selection of wood for boat construction, the construction process, and the navigation by shallow draft keelboats and pirogues. Readers interested in riverboat architecture will find Bouvier's book an informative read. Readers fascinated by a personal adventure story, one that relates that adventure to the history of early Iowa and the perils of navigating the Missouri River, will find Brown Water a raconteur's delight.
Working the Mississippi: Two Centuries of Life on the River, by Bonnie
Stepenoff. Columbia: University of Missouri Press, 2015. xxii, 182 pp. Illustrations, appendixes, notes, bibliography, index. $36.00 hardcover.
